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EDITORIAL
Special Issue on Physical Aspects of Gas Phase
Ion Chemistry: In Recognition of the 1998
Biemann Medal Awarded to Robert R. Squires
Bob Squires was a dear friend and close colleague for
almost 20 years. During his post-doctoral work with
Chuck DePuy and myself beginning in 1979, I learned
that Bob had an incredible warmth and concern for
people, an insatiable zest for life, exceptional creativity,
and a deep love for science. Those were magical years of
high intensity chemistry and very special friendships.
Mixed in with my memories of long hours and exciting
science in the lab are the group ski trips, the many
hiking and climbing expeditions, and his friendship
with my family.
On June 2, 1998, it was my great honor as President
of ASMS to present Bob Squires with the 1998 Biemann
Medal for his ingenious contributions to mass spec-
trometry. His plenary address was superb—but so
typical for Bob: dazzling science, presented with elo-
quence, a touch of humor, and a warmth and appreci-
ation for his colleagues and students. Many ASMS
members shared in that experience and I am grateful
that we had the opportunity as a community to cele-
brate with Bob—to acclaim his science and his achieve-
ments, and to convey to him our respect, admiration,
and affection.
Bob was very active in ASMS and he was committed
to strengthening the presence of fundamentals in
ASMS. Bob served as Chair of the Fundamentals Inter-
est Group, as organizer of several oral sessions, as
organizer and instructor of an ASMS short course
“Fundamental Aspects of Gas Phase Ions,” and as
presenter of an ASMS tutorial session in 1996 “Ion
Thermochemistry in Ten Easy Lessons.” Despite the
importance of fundamentals to many aspects of mass
spectrometry, this area of research remains underrep-
resented in JASMS. Bob was therefore delighted with
our plans for a special issue which would highlight his
area of research in recognition of the 1998 Biemann
Medal; this issue was designed with Bob’s blessing and
guidance.
Bob’s death on September 30, 1998 has deprived us
of a superb scientist and wonderful human being. This
special issue is dedicated both to the memory of a great
man and to the chemistry that he loved.
Veronica M. Bierbaum
Associate Editor
Family and friends have established the Robert Reed Squires Fund, which recognizes outstanding research achievements by
graduate students in fundamental research in chemistry. Contributions can be made to the Robert Reed Squires Memorial Fund,
Department of Chemistry, Purdue University, 1393 Brown Laboratories, West Lafayette, IN 47907-1393.
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